Settling-in Policy
At Wren’s Nursery we recognise that children settle best when they feel secure, safe and supported. A positive settling-in process helps children to form secure relationships, develop confidence and feel comfortable in the nursery environment.
We understand that each child is unique and may respond differently when separating from their parents or carers. Therefore, our settling-in procedures are flexible and guided by the individual needs of the child and their family. We work in close partnership with parents and carers to ensure that the transition from home to nursery is as smooth and positive as possible.
In accordance with the requirements of the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) Statutory Framework, each child is assigned a Key Person who helps the child to become familiar with the nursery environment and supports their emotional well-being.
Our aims are to:
· ensure children feel secure, happy and confident in the nursery environment
· support children in building trusting relationships with staff
· work closely with parents and carers during the transition from home to nursery
· respect the individual needs, routines and preferences of each child
Our settling-in procedures include:
· Inviting parents or carers to visit the nursery prior to their child starting, allowing the child to become familiar with the environment, staff and routines.
· Agreeing with parents how we will introduce and settle their child into the group, taking into account the child’s individual needs, personality and previous experiences.
· Ensuring the individual needs of the child and their family are recognised, respected and supported.
· Assigning each child a Key Person who will support the child’s emotional well-being and help them to settle (see Key Person Policy).
· Introducing new children to the nursery in small numbers where possible, allowing staff to provide appropriate attention and support.
· Allowing sufficient time for each child to settle at their own pace, offering reassurance, comfort and consistent support.
· Encouraging parents or carers, where appropriate, to begin with short separation periods which can gradually increase as the child becomes more confident.
· Maintaining open communication with parents and carers, offering reassurance and providing updates about their child’s well-being and activities during the session.
· Contacting parents or carers if their child remains highly distressed or unable to settle, and discussing appropriate next steps.
Key Person relationships
Although a Key Person is allocated to each child, we recognise that children may naturally develop a stronger attachment to another member of staff. If this occurs, we will ensure that the child receives appropriate support from that staff member while maintaining communication with the allocated Key Person. This helps the child to feel secure while gradually building confidence within their Key Group.
Taster Sessions and Baseline Assessment
During a child’s initial taster session, the assigned Key Person will meet with parents or carers to complete a short Parent Baseline Assessment. This discussion allows us to:
· understand the child’s starting points and stage of development
· learn about the child’s interests, routines, comforters and preferences
· identify any additional needs or support required
· gather information that will help support the child during the settling-in process.
This information helps practitioners plan appropriate support and learning opportunities, ensuring that each child feels welcomed, understood and valued from the very beginning of their nursery experience.

