Wren’s Nursery Parental Involvement Policy
Statement of Intent
Wren’s Nursery recognises that parents and carers are a child’s first and most important educators. In accordance with the Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) 2024, we actively promote partnership working with parents to support children’s learning, development, safeguarding and wellbeing.
We aim to build respectful, open and collaborative relationships with families, ensuring that children receive consistent care and the best possible opportunities to develop and thrive.
Working in Partnership with Parents
We:
· Encourage parents to share knowledge about their child’s interests, needs and routines.
· Invite suggestions regarding nursery practice and welcome feedback.
· Maintain an open-door approach for daily communication (subject to safeguarding and operational requirements).
· Provide regular information about children’s learning and development.
· Share policies and procedures with parents.
· Work collaboratively where children have additional needs, medical conditions or safeguarding plans.
Partnership working is central to achieving positive outcomes for children.
Parent Participation in the Setting
We welcome parental involvement within the nursery, recognising the value this brings to children’s experiences.
Parents who have particular skills (e.g., crafts, music, sport, cultural knowledge or storytelling) are encouraged to share these, where appropriate and agreed in advance with the Nursery Manager.
All activities involving parents are risk assessed and planned to ensure children’s safety and wellbeing.
Parent Volunteers
Where a parent volunteers within the setting (including supporting physical education, outings, or regular activities):
· Their skills and experience will be assessed to ensure tasks do not exceed their capabilities.
· They will receive clear guidance regarding their role and boundaries.
· They will be informed that nursery staff retain full responsibility and supervision of the children at all times.
· They will not be left unsupervised with children unless appropriate safeguarding checks have been completed.
In line with the Safeguarding Vulnerable Groups Act 2006 and EYFS safeguarding requirements:
· Volunteers who support the setting on a regular basis or in regulated activity must undergo an enhanced DBS check (see DBS Checking Policy).
· Identity checks and safeguarding briefings are completed before volunteering begins.
· Volunteers must follow the setting’s Safeguarding, Confidentiality and Code of Conduct policies.
Formal Consultation and Progress Reviews
Progress Check at Age Two
In accordance with the EYFS 2024, a written progress check is completed for children between the ages of 2 and 3 years. This:
· Identifies the child’s strengths and any areas where progress is less than expected.
· Is shared and discussed with parents.
· Supports joint planning for next steps.
· May be shared (with parental consent) with other professionals, including Health Visitors.
Parent Consultations
Formal parent consultation meetings are held annually (typically during the Spring or early Summer term), or more frequently if required.
These meetings:
· Review children’s development and progress.
· Agree next steps for learning.
· Provide opportunity for parents to raise concerns or ask questions.
Additional meetings may be arranged at any time at the request of parents or staff.
Informal Communication
Parents are welcome to speak to staff at drop-off and collection times for brief updates.
Where a more detailed discussion is required, an appointment will be arranged to ensure confidentiality and adequate time.
All significant discussions, concerns and agreed actions are recorded in the child’s file in line with:
· EYFS record-keeping requirements
· Data Protection Act 2018
· UK GDPR principles
Records are stored securely and treated as confidential.
Home–Nursery Links
To strengthen the partnership between home and nursery:
· Regular emails are sent updating parents on events and activities.
· Children may take home activities to share with their families.
· We use Tapestry as an online learning journal to share observations, photographs and updates about children’s experiences and progress.
Parents are encouraged to:
· Contribute observations from home.
· Comment on entries.
· Share significant achievements or milestones.
All digital communication complies with UK GDPR and our Data Protection Policy.
Fundraising
The nursery supports fundraising initiatives that directly benefit the children.
Where fundraising events are organised:
· Activities must be agreed in advance with the Nursery Manager and Directors.
· Appropriate risk assessments will be completed.
· Safeguarding, insurance and health and safety requirements will be met.
Hooke Court premises and grounds may be made available by prior arrangement with the Directors, subject to availability and operational requirements.
Seasonal and Special Events
Parents are regularly invited to participate in nursery events, which may include:
· Christmas and end-of-Summer performances
· Easter activities
· Sports Day and fete
· Seasonal celebrations
These events promote community engagement and celebrate children’s learning and achievements.
All events are organised in line with safeguarding, health and safety, and risk assessment procedures.
Safeguarding and Confidentiality
Partnership with parents operates alongside our safeguarding responsibilities.
In accordance with Working Together to Safeguard Children 2023 and EYFS 2024:
· The child’s welfare is paramount.
· Concerns about a child’s safety may be shared with relevant authorities without parental consent where necessary to safeguard the child.
· Confidential information is handled in line with our Confidentiality and Data Protection policies.
Legal Framework
This policy is informed by:
· Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) 2024
· Childcare Act 2006 (as amended)
· Working Together to Safeguard Children 2023
· Safeguarding Vulnerable Groups Act 2006
· Data Protection Act 2018 and UK GDPR
· Keeping Children Safe in Education 2024 (where applicable)

