WREN’S NURSERY Curriculum Safety and Outdoor Play Equipment Policy
(Updated to reflect current legislation and best practice)
1. Introduction
Wren’s Nursery recognises the importance of physical activity, outdoor learning and hands‑on exploration in early childhood development. We are committed to providing safe, stimulating and developmentally appropriate opportunities for children to challenge themselves, develop physical skills and learn how to manage risk responsibly.
While risk cannot be eliminated entirely, it can be managed through careful planning, supervision and safe practice.
2. Physical Activities and Organised Games
Physical activities allow children to develop coordination, confidence, strength and resilience. Staff have two key responsibilities:
1. Modelling safe behaviour so children learn to take responsibility for their own safety and the safety of others.
2. Establishing safe routines and procedures to minimise foreseeable risks.
Children must never be encouraged or permitted to attempt activities that are inherently dangerous or beyond their developmental capabilities.
3. Health and Fitness for Physical Activities
· Information about a child’s health, medical needs and physical capabilities is collected during the admissions process.
· Any medical condition that may affect participation in physical activity must be recorded.
· Activities must follow medical advice at all times.
· Children with chronic or ongoing medical needs will have an individual Healthcare Plan, outlining:
· Required support
· Reasonable adjustments
· Emergency procedures
This information is reviewed regularly and shared with relevant staff.
4. Safety in Nursery Rooms
· Staff are responsible for maintaining a safe environment in all nursery rooms.
· The staff member completing the Attendance Register each morning is also responsible for completing the Health and Safety Daily Checklist.
· Hazards must be reported immediately to the Nursery Manager.
· Resources must be age‑appropriate, well‑maintained and used safely.
5. Adult–Child Ratios
Wren’s Nursery follows the statutory EYFS ratios:
· Children aged 3–5 years: 1:8
· Children aged 2 years: 1:4
· Qualified Teacher + Level 3 practitioner (3–5 years): 1:13
Ratios may be increased for higher‑risk activities or outdoor play, depending on:
· Group size
· Age and developmental stage
· Behavioural needs
· Environmental risks
6. Use of Tools
Some curriculum activities involve the use of tools (e.g., scissors, gardening tools, Forest School equipment).
6.1 Supervision
· Children must be closely supervised at all times when using tools.
· Staff must assess each child’s age, coordination and skill level before allowing tool use.
· If a child is not yet able to use a tool safely, a staff member must complete the task for them.
6.2 Safe Practice
· Clear rules and boundaries must be explained and reinforced.
· Tools must be used only for their intended purpose.
· Tools must be stored safely and checked regularly for damage.
6.3 Cookery Activities
· The same tool‑safety principles apply.
· Food hygiene must be emphasised:
· Hands washed before and after cooking
· Surfaces cleaned
· Safe handling of utensils and ingredients
Further guidance is available in the Forest School Handbook.
7. Outdoor Areas
Outdoor learning is a vital part of the curriculum. Staff must ensure that outdoor play is safe, well‑supervised and developmentally appropriate.
7.1 Supervision
· Children must be supervised at all times outdoors.
· Unsafe or dangerous play must be stopped immediately.
· Staff should encourage cooperative, friendly and inclusive play.
7.2 Boundaries and Risk Areas
· Outdoor boundaries must be clearly explained and reinforced.
· Areas with additional risk (e.g., Court Lawn near the moat) may only be used when:
· Staff judge the group capable of following safety rules
· Ratios and staff deployment are adjusted accordingly
· Risk assessments are followed
7.3 Equipment Safety
· Outdoor equipment must be visually inspected regularly by nursery or school staff.
· Any damaged or unsafe equipment must be removed immediately.
· Outdoor toys and resources must be cleaned regularly to maintain hygiene.
· Sand in the indoor sandpit is replaced termly or sooner if required.
8. Risk Assessment
· All physical activities, outdoor play and tool‑based activities must be risk assessed.
· Staff must follow the nursery’s Risk Assessment Policy and complete activity‑specific assessments when required.
· Dynamic risk assessment is encouraged—staff must continually assess and respond to changing conditions.
9. Monitoring and Review
· The Nursery Manager monitors compliance with this policy.
· Staff receive regular training on curriculum safety, outdoor supervision and risk management.
· This policy is reviewed annually or sooner if legislation or guidance changes.

