Wren’s Nursery Use of Children’s Images Policy
1. Rationale
Wren’s Nursery recognises that photographs and video recordings are an important way of capturing children’s learning, development and experiences. However, images of children are classed as personal data under the UK General Data Protection Regulation (UK GDPR) and the Data Protection Act 2018. In some cases they may also be classed as special category data.
This policy ensures that all images are:
· Used lawfully, fairly and transparently
· Stored and shared securely
· Used in a way that safeguards children and respects family privacy
We also follow the EYFS safeguarding and welfare requirements and guidance from the Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO) and NSPCC.
2. Aims
This policy aims to:
· Safeguard children and protect them from harm
· Respect the privacy and wishes of children and families
· Ensure the nursery meets its legal obligations
· Promote safe and responsible use of images
3. Consent
Written consent must be obtained from parents or carers before any photographs or videos of a child are taken or used.
Parents will be clearly informed about:
· Why images are taken
· Where they may be used
· How long they will be kept
· Their right to withdraw consent at any time
Consent will normally cover:
· Learning journals and assessments
· Nursery displays
· Nursery website and social media
· Promotional and marketing materials
· Local press (where applicable)
Separate, specific consent will be sought if an image is to be used for:
· National publications
· External advertising campaigns
· Any use not covered by the original consent
The nursery will keep a record of permissions in each child’s file. Staff must always check this before taking or using images.
Parents may change or withdraw consent at any time in writing.
4. Taking and Using Images
Images of children will:
· Only be taken using nursery-owned devices
· Be appropriate, respectful and dignified
· Show children suitably dressed and in safe activities
· Never be taken in toileting, changing or intimate care situations
Images will never:
· Be shared on staff personal phones, social media or private accounts
· Be transferred to personal devices
· Be used in ways that could cause distress or harm
Children’s full names will not be used alongside images in any public or online material.
5. Storage and Security
All images are stored securely in line with UK GDPR requirements. This includes:
· Password-protected systems
· Restricted staff access
· Secure cloud storage where used
Images will only be kept for as long as necessary for their purpose and will be deleted securely when no longer required or when a child leaves the nursery, unless there is a legal reason to retain them.
6. Use of Images by Parents and Visitors
At nursery events such as performances, celebrations and sports days, parents may take photos or videos of their own child for personal use only.
Images must not be:
· Shared on social media
· Posted online
· Used in any public or commercial way
Parents will be informed in advance if any child is not permitted to be photographed. In these cases, the nursery may:
· Restrict photography
· Arrange a separate photo opportunity
· Or request that no filming takes place
This is to ensure every child’s rights and safety are respected.
7. Inclusion and Dignity
Images will never be used in ways that:
· Highlight a child’s disability, medical need or vulnerability unless necessary and consented
· Reveal confidential or sensitive information
· Portray a child in a negative or misleading way
8. Staff Responsibilities
All staff must:
· Follow this policy at all times
· Use only nursery equipment
· Follow the Mobile Phone, E-Safety and Safeguarding Policies
· Report any concerns about misuse of images immediately to the Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL)
Failure to follow this policy may result in disciplinary action.

