Wren’s Nursery Curriculum Safety and Outdoor Play Equipment Policy 
1. Purpose of Policy
This policy outlines the procedures and expectations for ensuring the health, safety, and wellbeing of all children during physical activities, organised games, and the use of indoor and outdoor play equipment. It aligns with the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) Statutory Framework and current UK health and safety legislation.
2. Physical Activities and Organised Games
Physical activity is essential for children’s development and provides opportunities to explore, take appropriate risks, and build confidence. Staff have two key responsibilities:
2.1 Modelling Safe Behaviour
Staff must model safe, responsible behaviour so that children learn to manage their own safety and consider the wellbeing of others.
2.2 Establishing Safe Practices
Staff must implement safe routines, risk assessments, and supervision strategies to minimise foreseeable harm. While risk cannot be eliminated entirely, it must be reduced to an acceptable level.
2.3 Activity Suitability
Children must never be encouraged or permitted to attempt activities that are unsafe, developmentally inappropriate, or beyond their physical capabilities.
3. Health & Fitness for Physical Activities
3.1 Medical Information
Upon joining the nursery, parents/carers must provide information regarding any medical conditions that may affect a child’s participation in physical activities.
3.2 Inclusion and Support
Where possible, children with medical needs should be included in physical activities with appropriate adjustments or staff training.
3.3 Medical Guidance
Participation must always follow medical advice. Staff must refer to the child’s medical records and any Healthcare Plan in place.
3.4 Healthcare Plans
For children with chronic or ongoing medical needs, a Healthcare Plan must be completed, detailing:
· Required support
· Medication or emergency procedures
· Any activity restrictions
4. Nursery Rooms
4.1 Staff Responsibilities
Staff are responsible for maintaining a safe environment within nursery rooms. The staff member completing the morning attendance register must also complete the Daily Health and Safety Checklist, ensuring:
· Equipment is safe and fit for purpose
· Floors and pathways are clear
· Emergency exits are unobstructed
· Any hazards are reported and addressed promptly
5. Adult/Child Ratios (EYFS Compliant)
5.1 Standard Ratios
· Children aged 2 years: 1 adult : 4 children
· Children aged 3–5 years: 1 adult : 8 children
5.2 Exceptions
· A Qualified Teacher working with a Level 3 practitioner may operate at a ratio of 1:13 for children aged 3–5 years, in accordance with EYFS requirements.
5.3 Supervision Expectations
Ratios must be maintained at all times, including during:
· Outdoor play
· Toileting
· Transitions
· Trips or visits
6. Use of Tools
6.1 Supervision
Any activity involving tools requires close, direct supervision. Staff must consider the child’s age, developmental stage, and competence.
6.2 Safe Use
Children should be encouraged to use appropriate tools safely and correctly. If a child lacks the strength, coordination, or understanding to use a tool safely, a staff member must support them as necessary. 
6.3 Boundaries and Rules
Clear rules must be explained and consistently enforced during all tool‑based activities.
6.4 Cookery Activities
When cooking:
· All tool‑use safety rules apply
· Hands must be washed before and after sessions
· Food hygiene standards must be followed in line with Food Safety Regulations
6.5 Forest School
Additional guidance on tool use is available in the Forest School Handbook and must be followed.
7. Outdoor Areas
7.1 Supervision
Children must be supervised at all times outdoors. Staff must intervene immediately to stop unsafe or dangerous play and encourage cooperative, respectful behaviour.
7.2 Boundaries and Risk Areas
Children must be taught the boundaries of the outdoor play area. Higher‑risk areas (e.g., the Court Lawn near the moat) may only be accessed when:
· Staff judge the group capable of following safety rules
· Additional supervision is provided
· A dynamic risk assessment has been completed
7.3 Staffing Adjustments
Staff deployment must reflect:
· Group size
· Age and developmental stage
· Identified risks
· Environmental conditions
7.4 Equipment Safety
Outdoor equipment must be:
· Visually inspected daily
· Cleaned regularly to maintain hygiene
· Removed from use if damaged or unsafe
7.5 Sandpit Maintenance
Indoor sand must be replaced termly or sooner if contaminated. Outdoor sand must be checked for debris and raked regularly.
8. Risk Assessment
8.1 Routine Risk Assessments
Risk assessments must be completed for:
· Outdoor play areas
· Physical activities
· Use of tools
· Cookery sessions
· Any new or unusual activity
8.2 Dynamic Risk Assessments
Staff must continually assess risks during activities and adjust supervision or stop activities if necessary.
9. Reporting and Recording
9.1 Accidents and Incidents
All accidents must be:
· Recorded in the accident book
· Reported to parents/carers
· Reviewed to identify patterns or hazards
9.2 RIDDOR
Serious injuries or incidents must be reported in line with RIDDOR requirements.

